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CIVIL LEGAL AID PROGRAMS
MEASURE THEIR IMPACT
Study Shows Economic Benefits of
Civil Legal Aid
Local foundations partnered to
release a report last May to
inform policymakers and other
stakeholders about the tangible
economic benefits of legal aid.

180 N. Stetson Ave., Suite 820
Chicago, IL 60601

A Project of the Illinois
Equal Justice Foundation

The report, Legal Aid in Illinois:
Selected Social and Economic
Benefits by the Social IMPACT
Research Center, provides a
snapshot of the economic return
legal aid providers produce for
their low-income clients. Using a
selection of approximately 8,000 cases closed in 2010 by just seven of
38 legal aid providers in the state, researchers found that:
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• Legal aid providers won $49.4 million in monetary awards for
low-income clients. Examples of monetary awards are child
support and alimony, public benefits such as Social Security, and
relief from illegal charges by a landlord.

LEGAL AID ECONOMIC BENEFIT
STUDY REPORT
Legal Aid in Illinois: Selected Social
and Economic Benefits highlights the
economic return legal aid providers
produce for low-income clients.

• Providers won $11.9 million in benefits paid for by the federal
government. These awards were associated with an estimated
$9.3 million in demand for goods and services, $5.4 million in
household income and 172 non-legal aid jobs.

For more information, please contact:

GRANTEE SPOTLIGHT:
LAND OF LINCOLN LEGAL
ASSISTANCE FOUNDATION
LOLLAF provides free civil legal services
to more than 13,000 low-income
people annually.

Leslie Corbett, Executive Director
Illinois Equal Justice Foundation
180 N. Stetson Ave., Suite 820
Chicago, IL 60601
312-938-2381
lcorbett@iejf.org

BLUE RIBBON COMMITTEE
MEMBER PROFILE
In this issue, we feature Blue Ribbon
Committee member Jesse Ruiz, partner
at Drinker Biddle. Ruiz volunteers as pro
bono legal counsel to ensure the justice
system’s accessibility.

Or visit:
www.iejf.org

• Providers avoided $1.9 million in costs to homeless shelters by
preventing or obtaining more time in foreclosures or evictions and
obtaining, protecting or increasing rental subsidies.

• By obtaining protective orders, divorces, child custody and legal
recognition for noncitizens experiencing abuse, providers
avoided $9.4 million in costs associated with domestic violence
to individuals.
• Overall, each dollar spent on Illinois legal aid by governments
and private donors was associated with $1.80 in economic
benefits for legal aid clients or other Illinoisans. Total economic
benefits from cases closed in 2010 in areas considered by the study
exceeded spending on legal aid by $32.1 million.
Across Illinois, nonprofit legal aid providers offer free or low-cost legal
advice and representation to low-income, disadvantaged Illinoisans
with civil legal problems who cannot afford a lawyer. These legal aid
providers afford access to the justice system for clients facing threats
to the health and safety of themselves and their families.
“As funders, we see that legal aid is a good investment of government
and private dollars,” said Karen Hasara, president of the Illinois Equal
Justice Foundation. “This data affirms the good that legal aid
organizations do for their low-income clients, as well as for the
community at large.”
In addition to the economic benefits highlighted in the study, legal aid
helps ensure that low-income, disadvantaged people understand their
rights; have the assistance needed to efficiently resolve their legal
problems; and feel they are treated fairly and equally under the law.
The report can be found at www.iejf.org.

Thank you to the following organizations for supporting
this study:
The Chicago Bar Foundation
The Illinois Bar Foundation
Illinois Equal Justice Foundation

The Polk Bros. Foundation
The Lawyers Trust Fund of Illinois

ABOUT THE CAMPAIGN
The Equal Justice Illinois Campaign is a bipartisan coalition of state leaders working to increase state funding for civil legal aid so that all
Illinois residents — regardless of income — have access to the court system. The Campaign is a project of the Illinois Equal Justice
Foundation, the organization charged with distributing the state appropriation for civil legal aid.
The legal aid system in Illinois currently operates near the breaking point. There are fewer than 400 legal aid lawyers to assist the more
than 1.9 million Illinois residents living in poverty. State funding for civil legal aid was cut 20% last year. Federal funding was cut 15% last
year, with Illinois losing $2 million. The sequestration will reduce Illinois’ civil legal aid funding by an additonal 7.4%. Of the 10 most
populous states, Illinois ranks ninth when it comes to legal aid funding, spending $1.4 million, compared to the average of $12.5 million, on
these critical services.
The Equal Justice Illinois Campaign calls on the state to maintain funding for civil legal aid at its 2013 level of $1.4 million so this
critical safety net continues to function. For more information, visit www.iejf.org.
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GRANTEE SPOTLIGHT:
Land of Lincoln Legal
Assistance Foundation

IEJF AWARDS GRANTS TO
14 ORGANIZATIONS
Grants cut by 20% due to state budget woes

Land of Lincoln Legal Assistance Foundation provides free civil legal
services to more than 13,000 low-income people annually throughout
65 counties in central and southern Illinois. Last year, Land of Lincoln
closed more than 3,200 cases involving senior citizens.

In December, the Illinois Equal Justice Foundation (IEJF) awarded more than $1.33 million in
grants to 14 not-for-profit organizations providing legal representation, information and
advice to low-income Illinoisans in legal crisis. The grants range in scope from funding for
web-based legal information resources and telephone advice hotlines to mediation and
full-scale litigation. Since its inception, the IEJF has awarded $20.6 million to
organizations serving the civil legal needs of more than 500,000 low-income families,
seniors and veterans across Illinois.

Many senior citizens depend on family members for help when their
health declines. Unfortunately, sometimes those family members
abuse their power and physically abuse or financially exploit their
elders. One such senior, Frank, contacted Land of Lincoln for help.
After Frank fell ill, his daughter, Lynn, moved in with him to provide
care. Frank required dialysis, and Lynn went through training so she
was able to provide dialysis at home. Frank obtained healthcare and
property Powers of Attorney, naming Lynn as his agent.
Shortly after, Lynn’s behavior became erratic, and she started
exhibiting uncontrollable bursts of anger. Lynn was irregular with
Frank’s dialysis treatments, sometimes missing them for days, and
sometimes leaving Frank on dialysis for too long. They got into an
argument, and she threw a phone and table at him. Lynn then took off

BLUE RIBBON COMMITTEE
MEMBER PROFILE

Jesse Ruiz
Jesse Ruiz is a partner in Drinker
Biddle’s Corporate and Securities
Group. He also serves on the Board
of Directors of Commonwealth
Edison, an Exelon Company, and as
Vice President of the Chicago
Board of Education. He is also the
past chairman of the Illinois State
Board of Education. In his free time,
Jesse acts as the pro bono counsel
to the Illinois Legislative Latino
Caucus Foundation, as well as a
board member of The Chicago
Bar Foundation and Chicago
Legal Clinic. He is the recipient of
numerous awards, including the
Walmart Legal Spark Award in 2011 for “outstanding client and
community services and dedication to diversity in the legal
profession.” Jesse has been a member of the Campaign Blue Ribbon
Committee since 2005.
What motivated you to get involved with the Equal Justice Illinois
Campaign to increase the state appropriation for civil legal aid?
Having been involved with great organizations such as the Chicago
Legal Clinic and The Chicago Bar Foundation, I have learned of the

in Frank’s car and used his debit cards. After she left, Frank contacted
the police and filed for an Emergency Order of Protection against her.
Lynn was eventually charged with multiple felonies.
When Frank contacted Land of Lincoln, he wanted help with his Order
of Protection case and wanted to revoke the Powers of Attorney that
named his daughter as his agent. Land of Lincoln immediately helped
him revoke the Powers of Attorney. They also represented him in the
Order of Protection proceeding. Lynn contested the order and, after a
trial, the court awarded Frank a Plenary Order of Protection. Frank also
wanted a new will excluding his daughter, and Land of Lincoln
prepared a new will for him. Land of Lincoln’s assistance helped
protect Frank from any further abuse by his daughter and enabled
him to move past this difficult time in his life.

growing number of Illinoisans who need pro bono or low-cost legal
services and are unable to obtain them because of the lack of state
support. Thus, it is incumbent upon all Illinoisans to ensure that our
justice system works well for everyone and is accessible to everyone.
If the system doesn’t work for a segment of our population, then it
isn’t working.
You serve as pro bono legal counsel to the Illinois Legislative Latino
Caucus Foundation. How have civil legal services impacted the
constituents of caucus members?
Members of the Latino Caucus represent constituents across the
Chicagoland area and outlying cities and suburbs. Fortunately, in
communities like Pilsen in Chicago, there exist organizations such as
the Chicago Legal Clinic to serve community members who need
access to pro bono or low-cost legal representation. As the state’s
Latino population continues to grow and spread across the state, it
will be critical for the Illinois Equal Justice Foundation to have the
resources necessary to help ensure there are legal service providers
able to help communities who may not have previously had these
support systems in place for their residents.
When you talk to legislators and other stakeholders about the
importance of state funding for legal aid, what is your 30-second
elevator speech?
A system of justice that is only accessible to certain segments of our
society simply isn’t functioning properly and isn’t very just. We can
only ensure that we have an efficient and fully functioning system of
justice when those who have been harmed or have a grievance have
the ability to seek a remedy through our justice system like any other
Illinoisan, regardless of their ability to pay for legal representation.

State funding for civil legal aid is appropriated through the Illinois Equal Justice Act and
passed through the budget of the Attorney General. The Act, approved by the General
Assembly and signed into law in 1999, recognizes the State’s responsibility to ensure equal
access to the legal system. The Act also created the IEJF to distribute the State’s
appropriation for civil legal aid to not-for-profit organizations throughout the state. The
high water mark for the appropriation was $3.5 million in 2007, which was slashed 50% in
2010. State funding for civil legal aid was cut 20% this year to $1.4 million, which is
drastically lower than the average spent on these services among the 10 most
populous states ($12.5 million).
“Legal aid programs are a proven cost effective tool in empowering people to resolve their
legal issues and regain control of their lives,” said Karen Hasara, president of the Illinois Equal
Justice Foundation. “The IEJF is proud to support the work of these dedicated organizations,
but regrets the need is far greater than our reduced grant budget can address.”
The reduced grant budget resulted in 20% less funding for existing grantees, as well
the elimination of funding for three programs. One new grant was awarded to Health &
Disability Advocates to support a pilot project to meet the legal needs of veterans and noncitizens with complex health benefits cases. A list of the 2013 grant awards is found below.

ILLINOIS EQUAL JUSTICE FOUNDATION
FY 2013 Grant Recipients
On December 7, 2012, the Board of Directors unanimously approved grants to 14 not-for-profit
organizations, totaling $1.33 million.

Land of Lincoln Legal Assistance
Foundation, Alton, Champaign, East St.
Louis, Carbondale and Springfield ($299,000)
Prairie State Legal Services, Bloomington,
Galesburg, Joliet, Kankakee, McHenry,
Ottawa, Peoria, Rockford, Rock Island, St.
Charles and Waukegan ($290,400)
Legal Assistance Foundation of
Metropolitan Chicago, Cook County
($159,000)

Center for Conflict Resolution, Cook
County ($67,500)
Chicago Legal Clinic, Cook County ($45,000)

James R. Thompson, Chair, Former Governor
Philip J. Rock, Chair, Former State Senate President
Aurora Abella-Austriaco, President, The Chicago
Bar Association
Linda Renee Baker, Professor, Paul Simon Public Policy
Institute, Southern Illinois University
Patricia R. Bellock, State Representative, 47th District
Dorothy Brown, Clerk, Circuit Court of Cook County
James Buda, General Counsel, Caterpillar Inc.
Robert Clifford, Clifford Law Offices
Philip Harnett Corboy, Jr., Corboy & Demetrio
Joseph Dailing, Illinois Coalition for Equal Justice
Ken Dunkin, State Representative, 5th District
Timothy Evans, Chief Judge, Circuit Court of Cook County
Karen Hasara, President, Illinois Equal Justice Foundation
Janet Holmgren, Chief Judge, 17th Judicial Circuit
Dallas Ingemunson, Former Illinois Republican
Party Chairman
James Jenkins, Senior Vice President, Deere & Company
James Knecht, Judge, 4th District Appellate Court
Patricia Reid Lindner, Former State Representative
Lisa M. Madigan, Illinois Attorney General
Claire Manning, Brown Hay & Stephens
Thomas J. Paprocki, Bishop of Springfield Diocese
Jerry Roper, President, Chicagoland Chamber
of Commerce
Jesse H. Ruiz, Drinker Biddle
Jeff Schoenberg, Former State Senator; Pritzker
Family Foundation

Chicago Volunteer Legal Services,
Cook County ($35,000)

David Stricklin, Stricklin & Associates

Kankakee Center for Conflict Resolution
of the John R. Tate Advocacy Center,
Kankakee ($29,000)

James Wexstten, Judge, 5th District Appellate Court

Cabrini Green Legal Aid, Chicago ($26,000)

Coordinated Advice & Referral Program for
Legal Services, Cook County ($155,000)

Dispute Resolution Institute,
Carbondale ($25,000)

Illinois Legal Aid Online, Statewide ($97,000)

Health and Disability Advocates, Chicago
($5,000)

Equip for Equality, Chicago, Rock Island,
Carbondale and Springfield ($94,600)
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Southern Illinois University School of
Law Foundation, Carbondale ($2,500)

John Thies, President, Illinois State Bar Association

Jesse White, Secretary of State of Illinois

