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(30 ILCS 765/) lllinois Equal Justice Act.

Sta rtEd With a (30 ILCS 765/1) (from Ch. 5, par. 2050-1)

Sec. 1. Short title. This Act may be cited as the Illinois

Equal Justice Act.
Statute (Source: P.A. 91-584, eff. 1-1-00.)

(30 ILCS 765/5) (from Ch. 5, par. 2050-5)
Sec. b. Legislative findings. The General Assembly finds:

(a) Egual justice is a basic right that is fundamental to
democracy 1in this State, and the integrity of this State and
this State's justice system depends on protecting and enforcing
the rights of all people.

(b) This State's residents must have information about self-
help processes and available remedies.
. (c) The Justice system must work with social services
ACCO un tab | | |ty providers, government agencies, and community leaders to promote
approaches to preventing and resolving legal difficulties.

(d) The maintenance, operation, and fairness of the courts
are significantly enhanced when all parties have access to basic
legal information, information about the court system, and
information about alternative methods of dispute resolution and
other alternatives to the legal system. Individuals unable to
obtain this information who are also unable to obtain legal
representation cause all parties in the court system to
experience backlogs and delays, often resulting 1in multiples
court appearances, or lengthier court appearances, or both, than
would otherwise be nscessary for all parties. When all parties
have access to basic legal information, information about the
court system, and information about alternatives to the legal
system, the parties may proceed in a more productive and
efficient manner, thereby reducing the number of cases thes
courts must manage and reducing unnecessary backlogs and delays
in the court system.

() The resolution of disputes can be costly and time-
consuming in the context of a formal Jjudicial proceeding.
Mediation of disputes has a potential for efficiently reducing
the wvolume of cases in the court system in this State. There is




|IEJF Appropriations
B O vl Aopraion

lllinois Armed Forces Legal Aid Network

New Leaf lllinois

Eviction Help lllinois

HAF Foreclosure Program




Mediation Services




CLA Funding Categories

* 4 + FT employed Licensed Attorneys
« 2 + Yrs of Operation

Legal Assistance

Self Help Legal

: » Legal Advice NOT just information
Assistance

« Hotlines that provide advice and referrals (No Intake-
TARS only projects)

Legal Info « Community Outreach, Know Your Rights

Mediation « New or Existing Dispute Resolution centers




Midyear Impact

We are on pace to exceed our

projected number of people
served by over 20%!

IEJF CIVIL LEGAL AID GRANTS
ARE MAKING A DIFFERENCE FOR
omaaned  PEOPLE IN ILLINOIS

FOUNDATION

30,751 people served
1,042 brief legal advice services
S5 844 litigation services

1202 outreach events
*849 in-person
*353 virtual

3,151 mediation services
2,738 self-help services

7,471 telephonic consultations




FY25 Application Previews

* |EJF FY25 Appropriations
* All categories have been unified into a single app/process

* FY25 Organizational Assurances




Final Reports

* Final reports will include a new detailed reporting template

* Changes will show more granular impact of outcomes and among
demographic segments and geographic areas

* Will help us identify priorities and ultimately advocate for more
resources from the state

* FY25is a pilot — we don’t expect perfection

* Tentative timeline:
* Summer — draft forms
* Fall —solicit grantee input by category
* Early 2025 — share finalized forms




Timeline and Important Dates

Application :

. July 26, 2024 = Application Due Date
. August 2024 = Grant Review & Site Visits
. September — October 2024 = Board Decisions/Contracts
. September 1, 2024— August 31, 2025 = Grant Term
. March 21, 2025 — Mid Term Report*

. 3rd/4th Quarter Payment contingent on acceptance

. September 30, 2025 — Final Report




Resources & Next Steps




Questions?
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