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Eric Slepak
Grants Data Administrator

ESlepak@iejf.org

Allison Zidek
Finance Director
Azidek@iejf.org

Leslie Corbett
Executive Director
Lcorbett@iejf.org

Dina Merrell
Grant Consultant

Tyrina Newkirk Sutton
Program Officer
TNewkirk@iejf.org

IEJF Civil Legal Appropriation Key Staff
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Started with a
Statute

Accountability Diversity

Equity Inclusion
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IEJF Appropriations

Civil Legal Appropriation

Illinois Armed Forces Legal Aid Network

New Leaf Illinois

Eviction Help Illinois

HAF Foreclosure Program





CLA Funding Categories

• 4 + FT employed Licensed Attorneys

• 2 + Yrs of Operation
Legal Assistance

• Legal Advice NOT just information
Self Help Legal 

Assistance

• Hotlines that provide advice and referrals (No Intake-
only projects)TARS

• Community Outreach, Know Your RightsLegal Info

• New or Existing Dispute Resolution centersMediation



Midyear Impact

We are on pace to exceed our 
projected number of people 
served by over 20%!



FY25 Application Previews

• IEJF FY25 Appropriations
• All categories have been unified into a single app/process

• FY25 Organizational Assurances



Final Reports

• Final reports will include a new detailed reporting template

• Changes will show more granular impact of outcomes and among 
demographic segments and geographic areas

• Will help us identify priorities and ultimately advocate for more 
resources from the state

• FY25 is a pilot – we don’t expect perfection

• Tentative timeline:
• Summer – draft forms
• Fall – solicit grantee input by category
• Early 2025 – share finalized forms



Timeline and Important Dates

Application 
Cycle

Decisions Contracts Reporting

• July 26, 2024 = Application Due Date

• August 2024 = Grant Review & Site Visits

• September – October 2024 = Board Decisions/Contracts

• September 1, 2024– August 31, 2025 =  Grant Term

• March 21, 2025 – Mid Term Report*
• 3rd/4th Quarter Payment contingent on acceptance

• September 30, 2025 – Final Report



Resources & Next Steps



Questions?
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